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"The Prince of Preachers" Charles Haddon Spurgeon

Charles Haddon Spurgeon is known as one of the greatest preachers who has ever lived. Charles was born in Kelvedon, Essex England on 19, June 1834. The name of the father of Charles Spurgeon was John Spurgeon and he worked in a coal yard at the designation of a Clerk. But later he became a preacher. Eliza Jarvis was Charles’ mother and she was only 19 years of age when Charles was born. Charles didn't stay for long with his parents as he was sent to live with his grandparents at a very tender age till he was six 6. He was 18 months old when he was sent to live with his grandparents, Mr. James Spurgeon and Rev in Stambourne.
The Charles grandfather was a preacher and hence he got great exposure and access to the religious speeches of the greatest and famous speakers of his time. While he was living with his grandparents, he discovered many books in the attic. Among all these books was the Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress. Charles at a very young age got amazed with the cover of the book and hence developed initial interest for reading the book. Therefore, his becoming the greatest preacher himself wasn't a great surprise, given his religion oriented upbringing.
He got introduced to the Puritan writers even before the age of 6. He went back to his parents’ house at Colchester and lived with them till he was 15 years old.  He was having continuous trouble from his soul and his unrest got calmed on January 6, 1850 in a tiny corner church which was also a baptism service. In the church, he heard what he was searching for so long and he instantly opted for becoming the faithful servant of God. Spurgeon's faith in Christ was initiated at the age of 15, when he was forced to take shelter doe to a snow storm in a small church in Methodist Chapel where the service was going on

Right after his Baptism, his preaching career began soon as he became a student preacher. He always looked to disciple Paul as his hero and he drew great motivation and inspiration from him to become like him.
His speeches were amazingly good even when he was quite young and thus he headed to London. He preached at the New park street chapel and by being impressed with his speech, people wanted him to become a permanent preacher here. Among the congregation was a young girl, Susannah Thompson,  who was destined to be his future wife and they got married in January 1856. 
Charles's intense devotion to his Saviour, his magnificent acquaintance of the Word of God and his grasp of imperative doctrines combined with his deep zeal for the salvation of souls that made him a mighty instrument in the hands of the Lord. He became one of the youngest preachers who was heard by plethora of people from various cities. Spurgeon, not only engaged in preaching as this way he can convey the message of Lord to people, but preaching also helped him fix certain aspects in his mind pertaining to the Truth of the Gospel 
.
He also addressed the Cambridge Sunday school Union's annual meeting as a speaker in 1853. Due to his extreme youth, he became prey to the insulting references by two minister speakers. To this insult, he responded with scripture in an exceedingly well spoken rejoinder that a man named Mr. George Gould got quite impressed with him. This incident led to an invitation to Charles for preaching at a very important church - New Park Street Baptist Church. This church was suffering from low membership as it was falling by a fast pace. When Charles joined the church, due to his sermons, the membership got increased to a very high extent that the Church appeared smaller for incorporating all the members. Spurgeon's speeches drew very large amounts of people and hence a new church was built.  
Charles achieved many laurels upon crowds came for hearing his speeches. It was the power of the holy spirit, his simplicity and his earnestness that drew such large crowd comprising of people from every segment of society. 
Along with this immense popularity and glory, came the opposition. Many jealous ministers fanned the fame of contempt, ridicule and hatred. The Punch and the Saturday review made satirical columns and cartoons for downing the Charles and his church on the regular basis. He did not respond to these derogatory attacks as he had full faith in the Lord. He was sure that the Lord would vindicate him.
Some good happenings were also taking place in his personal life. In 1856, his wife gave birth to twin sons, whom they named  Thomas and Charles. Charles’s wife didn't have good health but she always supported him in his ministries. His immense popularity raised the membership of New Park Street Church to more than 5000 in 1892. His popularity and glory knew no bounds and this made him preach sometimes 10 -12 times a week. His grown popularity made him go from country to country, city to city to preach people of different nationalities and different walks of life. Some of the places that he visited in his preaching career were Holland, Passy, Dublin, Paris etc.
At one time he was offered $10,000 by America for preaching there, but being the holy man, he showed no interest in money. His sermons were published by Pass and Alabaster who were the deacons of the church. They published more than 5000 sermons and the statistics say that around one hundred million copies of these have been sold. Amazingly, the circulation of these sermons, went far above all the expectations. Publishers expected to sell maximum 500 - 600 copies but the actual sale was far beyond this number
.
These sermons were translated into many languages that include Swedish, Dutch, German, French, Italian and many more. Some of his sermons were cabled across the Atlantic for publishing in America.
Although Charles was not a well educated man, he indeed was a literate man. Although Charles neither attended seminary nor finished college, it would be a big mistake to consider him uneducated
. He read many books of puritans and one book that he discovered in his childhood was Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, he read it more than 100 times. But the major book that he read multiple times and followed majorly was the Bible. The Holy Bible and the books of Puritans entirely moulded Charles and formed his theology. All these eventually made Charles to be known as the "Heir of Puritans".
In the later years of his life, he faced few controversies. One of the controversies was pertaining to baptismal regeneration. He believed that an individual must be first saved by faith and then should be baptised, instead of just sprinkling the holy water. 
Another was a downgrade controversy. He heard from several areas that the preachers were not preaching the Gospel hailing from scriptures. This made him start a series of articles for disputing this matter and he even resigned from the Baptist union. Then the Baptist union met for bringing a declaratory statement of principles and facts for rejection and acceptance. Seven votes were received against the censure and Charles was never righted. This resulted in the Assembly getting enchanted at the condemnation of the noblest and greatest leader of faith.
Charles, who was the Prince of Preachers, did many noble deeds in the name of Jesus in his lifetime. He started a college for ministers which even today is running and is known as the "Spurgeons College". This was very successful in Charles’s time and is still quite successful. He also cofounded an orphanage and helped in founding Colportage Association, which distributed thousands of bibles.
This great preacher died at the age of 57 in 1982. His last words also illustrated his love for Lord as he uttered "Oh Wifie, I have had a blessed time with my Lord". He never injured any and during all his lifetime he only did good deeds
.Charles Spurgeon was indeed one of the greatest speakers who saved many lives on this earth during this lifetime. 
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